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	Area-Based Cormorant Management Licence - Application
PART A - LICENCE APPLICATION FORM 

	

	Please complete both this form and Part B 

(Management Plan) and C (Site Appendix) 

if you require a licence to kill or take 
cormorants causing serious damage to a
group of fisheries within a defined area or catchment


	Wildlife Licensing Unit 

Natural England
Horizon House
Deanery Road

Bristol
BS1 5AH.
T. 020802 61089 

wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 



	· Please complete this application form either electronically or by printing a copy and using dark ink and BLOCK CAPITALS

· All questions must be answered and all sections of the form completed. 

· The completed application should be sent to Natural England at the email or postal address given opposite.  

· A completed application consists of: this application form a completed management plan and an appendix for each site.

· Natural England will aim to determine whether a licence should be issued within 30 working days of receipt of the completed application.

Guidance on completing this, and other forms, are contained within the document, however if you experience any problems completing any part this application, please contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details opposite).

Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx

	For Office Use Only

WILD Ref No: 
     
Charter Deadline:      


	General guidance for completing these forms
Area-Based Cormorant Management Licences provide a single licence to a group of fisheries to allow lethal control of cormorants within a defined area. These fisheries should work together co-operatively to co-ordinate efforts to control cormorants by both non-lethal and lethal means. In order for a licence to be issued it will require a main person – the Primary Contact – to submit the application, on the behalf of the group of participating fisheries. The Primary Contact will be a person who has agreed to be responsible for oversight and management of the licence. The Primary Contact may be a representative from one of the participating fisheries, but does not need to be. 

This application should be submitted alongside a Management Plan for the area to be covered and include details of the fisheries participating within that area (the site appendix). The information requested has been kept as simple and minimal as possible. The Management Plan forms an overview of the area and what will be done by the participating fisheries to control cormorants in that area. 
There are no set terms for the number of fisheries or size of area to be covered by a licence. However, coordinating action over a very large area with many fisheries may be difficult. As a rough guide, Natural England thinks a maximum workable area would be approximately 100-150km2. Multiple fisheries should also be included – e.g. if only 2 or 3 fisheries apply to participate in an area of 150km2, this isn’t likely to be effective. It is anticipated that between 10-15 fisheries per Area-Based Licence might work best.
The participating fisheries themselves will be able to divide and allocate the number of birds allowed to be killed at each fishery according to local need, subject to an overall maximum for the area set under the licence. The arrangement for this will be done locally: all participating parties need to agree in advance as to how this will be managed and this will need to be set out in the Management Plan. The Primary Contact will be responsible for formally informing each fishery of the amount of birds it can shoot, following local agreement.
It is important to note that each participating fishery will remain responsible for its own actions and compliance with the conditions of the licence. A named person (Site Representative) will be responsible for the use of the licence at each site named in the Management Plan and these persons, together with the Primary Contact will become licensees.
It is anticipated that the proposed licences will allow greater local flexibility to control and reduce damage resulting from cormorant predation. Co-ordinated action by several parties should result in more effective scaring and displacement of birds from key areas.



	1.        Name of Primary Contact

	

	
	Title (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)
	
	Forename
	
	Surname

	
	    
	
	     
	
	     

	

	
	Business Title (if appropriate)
	     

	

	
	Address of applicant
	     

	

	
	
	     

	

	
	
	     

	

	
	County
	     
	Postcode
	     

	

	
	Daytime telephone No. (incl. national dialling code)
	
	Mobile No.

	
	           
	
	           

	

	
	Fax no.
	
	Email address

	
	           
	
	     

	

	
	If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of this application, please tick ONE of the following boxes to indicate your preferred method:

	
	Email


Telephone


Fax


Letter


	

	
	Please tick here if you are content to receive all communications (including any licence) by email


	
	

	2.
         Previous Licences

	

	(a)
	Is this application for a new licence, or to submit an updated or amended management plan?
	New
	
	Update
	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	(b)
	If updating an existing licence please give the case reference number:
	WLM          


	3.
	Using and sharing your information

	

	
	The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET.
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, with whom we share it and for it to be accurate.  It will be used for processing your application. 

Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at improving the services that Natural England provides to you.
We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Wildlife Licensing, Natural England, Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH. Tel. 020802 61089; Email: wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk

	

	4.
	Declaration
	
	
	
	

	

	
	I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form and attached Management Plan. I declare that the particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in accordance with these particulars.

	

	
	Signature of applicant (person named at Q.1).

	
	     


	
	For electronic applications, please insert an electronic signature above or tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration
	

	

	
	Name in BLOCK LETTERS
	
	Date

	
	     
	
	     

	

	Please ensure that you have:

· Answered all questions fully and have signed the declaration

· Completed and attached Part B - a Management Plan for the application
· Completed and attached Part C – an Appendix for each site to be covered


	What happens now?

If you requested an acknowledgement for your application (see page 2 of this form) you will receive this within 5 working days of receipt by Natural England.  Your acknowledgement will provide information on the time that Natural England will take to process your application and to provide you with a decision.  

In most cases you will also be contacted by a Natural England Wildlife Adviser.  The Adviser will discuss your application with you and, if necessary to determine your application, will arrange to visit you at a mutually convenient time. The purpose of the visit is to enable the Adviser to assess the situation on site and provide you with the most appropriate advice on the options available. 

If you are submitting a new application then Natural England will notify you of the outcome of your application normally within 30 working days of receiving this application. You will receive either a licence or a letter explaining why a licence will not be issued. 

If you are applying to update a management plan then this will be considered and a revised licence will normally be issued within 30 working days of your application being submitted.

This form does not need completing for renewal of existing licences where there are no change to activities.

PLEASE NOTE: It is easiest to renew your licence by completing the details on the return form and these must be submitted within the time specified on the licence. Renewal requests submitted in this way will be held, then assessed and licences issued in time for the start of the requested licence period, not within the normal 30 working days.  


	IMPORTANT ADVICE AND INFORMATION
Natural England or the Secretary of State can modify or revoke at any time any licence that has been issued but this will not be done unless there is a good reason for doing so. A licence is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided which resulted in the issue of a licence.

Where a licence is issued to permit a method of killing or taking wild mammals that would otherwise be an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, any person who, in order to obtain such a licence, whether for themselves or another, knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence may be liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5000).
Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all birds. However, Natural England, under powers conferred by the Secretary of State, has authority under section 16(1)(k) of the Act to grant licences to permit the killing or taking of wild birds for the purpose of preventing serious damage to fisheries, including fish farms. In determining a licence application Natural England needs to consider a number of factors before a licence can be granted. These are set out in a Defra policy specific to the licensing of cormorants

· Licences to shoot cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) are normally issued to allow action in the period between 1 September and 15 April. 
· Licences are not issued more than 8 weeks in advance.

· Licences are issued for up to one year. 

In order for a licence to be granted, the applicant must meet three fundamental tests:

Serious damage: Serious damage is being, or is likely to be, caused by cormorants at the site or, on recent past evidence, is likely to occur.
Non-lethal measures: All other non-lethal anti-predation measures have either been tried, and found to be ineffective, or are impracticable at the site.
Damage control: It is reasonable to consider that shooting cormorants will reduce, or prevent from increasing, the level of damage.
Applications will not be considered without the required supporting information. In 2013 the EU CORMAN project published a new document which contains details of control measures for cormorants. This is a very useful reference guide for both new and existing techniques. This can be found at: http://www.intercafeproject.net/pdf/Cormorant_Toolbox_web_version.pdf  
Further advice on the information required to apply for a licence is given in Natural England’s advisory leaflets: Fisheries and the presence of cormorants, goosanders and herons (TIN041), and in the Moran Committee’s booklet Protecting your Fishery from Cormorants, which are available from our website or from the Licensing Unit. 
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