
Bristol Avon Impact Study



History

• Original fish from the River Kennet

• Stockings in 1964, 1966 and 1969

• Most large barbel that we have been fishing 
for, are 30-35 years old and from this stocking.
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Fishing 3-4 times per week

Average catches 100 – 150 fish per season

Understanding wife.

Job – with an understanding boss

The  90’s         







My First Otter Sighting Sep 1994

• Bradford –On Avon , Wiltshire

• 1 X pair Adult Otters (very timid)



My First Otter Sighting Sep 1994

• Bradford –On Avon , Wiltshire

• 1 X pair Adult Otters (very timid)

• Dec 1994 Both found dead (hit by a train)

• Otter trust informed. 
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1992 -2000 Spawning Fish
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1992 - 2007



2007 

Two things happened.

1 - July 2007 - Summer Floods



2007 

Two things happened.

1 - July 2007 - Summer Floods

2 – Otters “arrived” 



24th Oct  2007!

• 5x  Otters spotted

• Venue 1 - (1.5 miles)
• 1 x Dog otter, + 2 x adult presumed females.

• Venue 2 (0.5 miles)  
• 2 x Adults

• 5 In one day ! Natural Evolution? A Miracle?



1992 - 2009
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14th Dec 2009 - 1st “ottered fish”

• 14th Dec 2009 to 14th March 2010– 8 Dead 
barbel found. Plus carp and pike.

• 6 over 10lb+ (15lb 2oz largest).



1992 - 2018



Self Funded, Private Barbel
Re-Stocking

• Nov 2010 - 168 x  10” Barbel purchased. £1850.

• Section 30 to stock into “control stretch”, 1.5 
miles length, good habitat.

• Historically, only 6 known barbel present.

• Results: ………



6 x Cormorants arrived and stayed 
throughout the cold 2010 winter.

4 x Otters in residence
(2 x Adults + 2 x Cubs)
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6 x Cormorants arrived and stayed 
through the cold 2010 winter.

4 x Otters in residence
(2 x Adults + 2 x Cubs)

• No. of original  six barbel, as of Apr 2018 = 1 
• No. of “168 stocked” barbel seen or caught 

from 2010 to 2018 = 0
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Summary

• Small rivers such as Bristol Avon are perfect for otters!

• The original stock, already reduced by the 2007 floods, were 
easy targets in cold winters of 2009 & 2010, plus the barbel
had little or no natural awareness of the threat posed by 
otters, resulting in a 125 to 8 (96%) reduction in barbel stock.

• Natural spawning and holding areas are now silting up in 
many places.

• I am counting more otters on the river than barbel.


